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SITE: Komodo Island, Indonesia 

EVALUATION: Good 
51, 52 and one 53 
High altitude cue worked to get Island 53 
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Realm of the dragons: Green tone 
shows the giant lizards' tiny kingdom. 

00/08/07 

Gleam of gold on the hide of a newly 
hatched Komodo dims with maturity. 
"The 21 1/ 2-inch baby weighed next 
to nothing," said the author. It coiled 
inside a shell the size of a goose egg. 

Their ~gility belying their bulk, two A;i!'(&l{"f~.®:-t~gfadvancc on the bait. Like crocodiles 
and alligator~, t.hey never sl~~~~.~:__:~:_~~s.<Jr:y_!:ti~~-butalway~s rise up on their legs to move. Wrinklcri 
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CPYRGHT 

· folds of skin on their flanks will stretch smooth after a full meal. When angered, the reptiles puff 
out their necks. Speckles of hony calcium make the scaly hide valueless for handbap;s and shoes. 
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KODACHROME (£) tli\J IONAL GEO~RhPHIC SOCIETY 

876). About a thousand of the lizards-largest in the world--survive on four tropical ' ' 
islands: ~~rp,Q~_oL..Rintja, Padar, and the southwestern corner of Flores. Hopi nil: to 
save Vm·anus komodoensis from extinction the Indonesian Government has pro-
claimed part of Rintja a ;4ragon.sancfii~xiand has restricted export of the_ gianto .. 
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